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The kingdom of God (s as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. But when the grain (s ripe, at once he goes in

with his sickle, because the harvest has come.

Mark 4:26-29

The United States Association of
The Catechesis of The Good Shepherd™

This report reflects the living out of our vision during the fiscal year that ended June 30,
2022. In some instances, to maintain continuity, events beyond the fiscal year have been
included. We were incorporated in the State of Maryland on October 7, 1986, as The
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, Inc.

National Offices are located in Scottsdale, Arizona; Marietta, Georgia; Memphis,
Tennessee; Urbandale, lowa.

A ti catequista hispana, te saludamos y te damos las mas expresivas gracias por tu apoyo a
la Asociacion Nacional de la Catequesis del Buen Pastor en los EU. El grupo etnico de mas
crecimiento en los EU es el nuestro y agradecemos tu gran colaboracion con nuestros ninos
hispanos. Sabemos que la CBP ofrece muchas herramientas para el desarrollo integral del
nino o dentro de un ambiente a veces tan diverso. Si de alguna forma te podemos ayudar,
escribemos. Queremos saber de ti. Puedes comunicarte a lourdesvazquez@cgsusa.org.
Dios te bendiga.
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OUR PURPOSE

CGSUSA’s purpose, prepared in consultation with Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi, s to

assist the involvement of children and adults in a common religious experience in which

the religious values of childhood, primarily those values of contemplation and enjoyment
of God, are predominant.

OUR MISSION

CGSUSA’s mission (s to support catechists, parents, and others in the Church and beyond,
as they grow in their understanding of the religious potential of children

OUR VISION

WE will work to make the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and the writings of Sofia
Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi accessible to all.

Recognizing the need for clear and available communications, we will avail itself of
written, voice and visual electronic media to maintain contact with catechists and others.

We will provide formation in accordance with the work of Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna
aobbi, through the provision of a discernment process and training for formation leaders,
offering regular retreats and conferences and the use of approved formation leaders’
handbooks. In addition to current sites, courses in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
will be held in colleges, universities, and seminaries across the United States.

We will support the work of the International Council and work in harmony with (t.

Material changes and new materials as recommended by the International Council will be
translated and distributed to formation leaders and catechists through the National
Association. We will provide a manual at each level with accurate and most excellent

plans and schematics for constructing atrium materials.

Regional groups will be encouraged in every part of the nation.

We will establish and maintain links with diocese and denominations represented by the
membership and other formation and educational groups. The National Association will
provide help and resources to assist catechists in adapting this work to the liturgy of
their denominations.

We will establish and maintain historical archives of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd,
making them accessible to members.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

As | ponder the parable of the growing seed in Mark’s gospel,
| give glory to God for our growth this past year. The results
are far more than we can take credit for despite the diligent
work of the staff, the care of the board, and the generosity
of our members and donors. It is also a year of growing pains
as the staff returns to working with in person courses while
continuing to provide resources first developed during Covid
to support parents and catechists at home.

This past year we supported parents in the home with

parent pages in English and Spanish, supported catechists

with online study days and in person formation courses, and

supported anyone interested in the spiritual life of children

with publications and The Good Shepherd and the Child

Podcast. We’ve made plans and put together a budget that
will allow us to sponsor three Spanish language courses in the
hope of developing future Spanish speaking formation leaders. We’ve applied for and received
grants to further explore our understanding of the spiritual life of children under the age of three
and to develop new ways in accordance with our method to serve their spiritual life.

We’ve had some difficult conversations too, about how we can telegraph welcome to those who
are on the margins as we believe that everyone belongs. Recently | read about the changing
climate that referred to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging. | think I’ve been waiting a long
time to hear belonging on that list because we know we are one body in Christ, one family. We’ve
also heard about a decrease in church attendance across denominations. As our membership
continues to increase, we hope to participate in turning this trend around by sharing what we
know about the religious needs and capacities of children and by working together.

This report will tell you more about the numbers and statistics that made up our year and more
about the work that we continue to do. It may not fully convey the joy we felt as we moved from
having a six-month budget with scenarios for crisis management to our regular yearly budget.
We conducted an audit in order to be more accountable to you regarding our financial
management and business practices

There are many relationships we celebrate this year. Our relationship with God, our relationship
with the children we serve, and our relationship with each of you. Nothing adequately conveys
our gratitude to our members and donors who continue to make our work possible. Our mission
is to support parents, catechists, and others in the church and beyond, as they grow in their
understanding of the religious potential of children. We continue to listen to the Word of God,
like this parable of the growing seed, children and adults together. We also continue to listen to
the children, for Jesus told us the Kingdom of God belongs to such as they.

In the love of the Good Shepherd,

Sue Stuhlsatz-Reese
President CGSUSA Board of Trustees

susansr@cgsusa.orgd
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A MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR

Each year as we prepare the annual report for this association, the
staff prayerfully take a listening stance before our Good Shepherd.
This year, the Growing Seed parable presented itself to us to ponder
as we looked back at the past year. In this parable, the emphasis is
not really on the Sower or on the seed but on the current
germination and growth of this seed until a harvest is realized. This
year, we have lived this parable in many ways and are happy to
share with you the good news of the past year!

This year, we were faithful to always keep a Kingdom perspective
to the mission, purpose and vision, whether it was in responding to
the many questions and requests for help we receive from around
the country, preparing for our many events and sharing resources
or even in the financial stewardship of CGSUSA. We scattered seeds
and night and day, and we let them grow.

And we trusted that the “seed” of the work we do with children which

is to announce the voice of the Good Shepherd in the hearts of the

children would do its work. We had confidence in the growth of the “seed.” The children have taught

us this again and again! This year many things below the surface where we could not see were at

work. Regional groups came together, Formation leaders continued their ongoing study and

commitment together, those who sought scholarships and grants found support. We witnessed the

blade come growing out of the ground here and there around the country. We learned that we must

leave room for God to work, and this can be challenging! Yet we know that the seed sprouting and
growing is God’s work, not ours.

Night and day, asleep or awake, even when we did not understand how it happened it grew. We did
the ordinary things that we share in this annual report. We responded, we wrote reports, we visited
with many, we were advocates for the religious lives of the children whenever and wherever we could
be! All the while khowing that some of the seed we planted fell on good ground and God caused it to
grow abundantly.

In all of our work this past year, we were humble. In the parable, even though the farmer plays a
major part in growth of the crop because he plants the seed, he is okay with not understanding
everything. It has built in power to do what only it can do. That’s how God designed it. We were
patient. We trusted. We were faithful to do the necessary work. This is always an education to
humility! And we continued to learn from the children to be joyful. Perhaps this is the most
important. When the harvest comes, we get to enjoy it! We planted and let God’s power do its work
and we all enjoy the “harvest” of the year. A year of continued blessings from our beloved Good
Shepherd knowing that’s what the kingdom of God is like!

In His Love,
Mary Mirrione
National Director

marymirrione@cgdsusda.ord
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(65 FORMATION HIGHLIGHTS

The Association will provide formation in accord with the work of
Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi, through the provision of a
discernment process and training for formation leaders, offering
regular retreats and conferences and the use of approved
formation leader’s handbooks.

CGSUSA is privileged to sustain and advance the legacy of the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd in the United States through
catechist formation. The Association serves as THE resource to
the CGS community by forming both catechists and formation
leaders in this method. We also offer guidance to catechists, as
well as church and school leadership in creating and maintaining
atrium environments that nurture the religious life of children.

In the past year we have seen a full recovery of CGS catechist
formation starting or resuming, and inquiries from churches and
schools seeking formation leaders to lead CGS formation. Course
registrations continue to increase! We have anywhere from 180-260

courses registered with our association at any given time.

From July 2021 to June 2022 we:

4%
i

Sponsored the third Level | Study Group. This was held online from July to August 2021 with
57 formation leaders from around the U.S. and including 5 from Canada and 8 from Australia.
This was for those who could not participate in the Level | Study Group held in the summer
of 2020.

Sponsored the Level Il Study Group from September — November 2021 for 56 Level Il
Formation Leaders. Team: Anna Hurdle, Marty O’Bryan, Lynne Worthington, Mary Heinrich,
and Karen Maxwell. In addition to those attending from the United States we had formation
leaders from Canada, Ireland, Norway, Australia, and Slovenia attend as well.

Sponsored two Orientation Sessions for the Year 1 | Am the Good Shepherd book series,
October 20 and 27 and two Orientation Sessions for the Year 2 | Am the Good Shepherd book
series, November 10 and 17 for those who had purchased the books as part of our pilot.

In collaboration with the Membership Coordinator and Committee, facilitated the Catechist
Study Day, November 5, 2021, for CGSUSA catechist members.

Hosted the Level lIl Formation Leader Pilot Study Group, February 9-13, 2022, in Atlanta.

Sponsored the Infant- Toddler Catechist Formation Part 2 in Scottsdale, AZ in April 2022 led
by Elizabeth Calanchini.

Sponsored Levels Il and lll Catechist Formation ins Rapid City, South Dakota, June 14-23,
2022. Part 2 will be June 13-22, 2023. Level Il is co-led by Marty O’Bryan and Diane Olsen.
Level lll is co-led by Marilee Quinn and Julie Baltuska.
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For Fiscal Year 2021-2022 we registered a record high of 223 courses and have awarded 2316
Certificates which is almost a 50% increase over the previous year.

Catechist formation is most often given in a weekly intensive format although we have many
courses offered in a monthly format. A majority of courses are Level | courses (144 as of July 2022)
followed by Level Il (43 courses) and then Level Ill (17 courses). We continue also to offer Infant-
Toddler seminal catechist formation.

While most of our over 200 formation leaders lead courses in the
United States, we also work with CGSUSA formation leaders who
are invited to serve courses internationally. As a member of the
International Council, CGSUSA provides certificates in languages
for courses held in countries where a CGS Association has not
been established yet and where CGSUSA formation leaders lead

those courses.

The Formation Leader Discernment Process prayerfully seeks to
determine a catechist’s readiness to serve as a CGSUSA
formation leader. In Fiscal Year 2021-22, the Formation Leader
Discernment Committee recognized 11 Formation Leaders. We
continually and happily respond to a wide range of inquiries and
concerns regarding CGS catechist formation.

Serving with me in the Office of Formation is Debbie Dobson,
Course Registrar,

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Maxwell,

Director of Formation,

karenmaxwell@cgsusa.org

i CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report



THE RHYTHM AND GROWTH OF MEMBERSHIP

In the parable of the growing seed, there is a rhythm to life in
the field and a pattern in the life of the farmer. Whether the
farmer sleeps or is awake, the seed continues to grow. Within
this ordinary yet awesome sequence, we discover the mystery
of the kingdom of God. This growth and transformation are a
slow process. Sofia writes: The rhythm of nature is not
accelerated; the four seasons still fill the whole year.

We experience a rhythm in our life in the atrium with the
child. We proclaim and listen to God’s Word. We witnhess the
kingdom as we observe the child at work with the material
and their spoken prayer responses and artwork. This growth
and transformation are a slow process. Sofia reminds us:
But in order for the "simple" to unfold its secrets to us, we
must have time. A quick glance is not enough to see the
mystery.

There is a rhythm and harmony to our work, and to living the
liturgical year and the paschal mystery. It is in the liturgical cycle of the Church where we
dwell and find nourishment, this is what we seek to live with the child. The membership office
has had tremendous response to the resources that correspond with the life of the Church. Two
new endeavors include the Membership Minute video and the Songs of the Atrium.

The Membership Minute Video

In the fall of 2021, CGSUSA began to offer a regular Membership

Minute video in both our monthly newsletters, the Member Memo o N
and In the Meadow. In these videos, a staff member, a vendor, or

a formation leader shared how the gift of this work has impacted
their own life and work. The topics range from simply introducing
our staff, our vendors, and their respective environments;

revisiting the Annual Journal; seasonal reflections; and discussing
topics pertinent to the work of the catechist. Future topics will
include material making hints, and messages from staff, vendors,
and formation leaders, so that we may go deeper into those themes
from our formation courses and our core text.

The Songs of the Atrium

Music is an important part of the life and rhythm of the

B o of e i RO atrium. We kRnow that the songs in the atrium are an
indirect aid to prayer, music helps to expand the child’s

prayer language, nurtures the child’s capacity to respond

more fully to God. Songs shared in the atrium allow the
Songs by Theme child to respond to the kerygma. The virtual songbook
e e Comm e available on our website continues to grow. The Songs of
the Atrium page includes videos (and audio recordings) of
songs, sung by our catechists. Members will find songs
listed alphabetically and by theme. In the next year we
hope to expand our offerings to include more songs in
Spanish.

Alphabetical Listing of Songs
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Our Vendor Members

CGSUSA Vendor
Organization members
are organizations,
companies, or individuals
who create and sell goods
- either for profit or not
for

profit in nature — and
who support the purpose,
mission, and vision of
CGSUSA and the catechists in preparing Atrium
materials for the child. It is important that any
material being offered meet the guidelines of
CGSUSA and the CGS International Council
(Consiglio) so each Vendor Member have gone
through a discernment process and have been
formally recognized as vendors our members can
trust. Vendor Members of CGSUSA are an
important part of our CGSUSA members’ ministry
with children. They are in close relationship with
CGSUSA and have submitted their products for
review. Additionally, these vendors also have
ongoing partnerships with recognized formation
leaders to ensure continued adherence to the
desigh standards set forth in the material
manuals and approved by the Consiglio.

Our Ggrowth

As we speak with our members from around the
United States and beyond, we delight in hearing
stories from the atrium and how the adult and
the child share in their contemplation and
enjoyment of God. While growth and
transformation are a slow process, and this is a
slow work, we are grateful for the growth we see
in our membership. The number of members in
our Association has increased by 19.5% in the
last year, growing to over 3,670 members. Over
65% of our members create or renew their
membership using the auto renewal process. We
have also seen an increase in regional
associations forming, and networks being
established.

| have been a member of CGSUSA since 2018.
The connection to other catechists,
worldwide, is invaluable. Reading the
Foglietti has become one of my favorite
aspects of membership. Without having ever
met these other catechists or children, | feel
deeply united with them. As a catechist and
a grandmother, | am filled with joy when |
read of their experiences and am all the
more inspired and encouraged in this work.
In addition, The Annual Journal mailed to my
house has provided on-going personal
formation and study. It is a delight to read
and share this publication with others who
are unfamiliar with CGS. Having access to
the catechist directory is another great gift
of membership. I’'ve been able to contact
catechists for observation opportunities for
friends and family in other states. Each time
| reach out to a catechist it’s like talking to
a good friend I’'ve known for years. To be
able to connect, share and encourage, aware
of being in the presence of God — that is a
precious pearl. And then there’s the Zoom
retreats...to see so many faces from across
the globe- to pray, share, and be together in
that way is beautiful.

As a member | also look forward to each
monthly ‘Member Memos’ email. They
always provide quick access links to useful
information such as the Parent Page
Newsletters, consent forms, Songs of the
Atrium, new publication and Atria items,
podcasts, upcoming events, previews of
upcoming Journals and more. And of course,
the annual packet of precious mustard
seeds in the mailbox...

Colleen Smith Des Moines, lowa

Respectfully submitted, Mary Heinrich,

Membership Coordinator,

maryheinrich@cgsusa.org
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A Few Words from our Vendor Members:

The Catechist’s Husband

I would like to thank the national association for setting up the vendor
membership/program. Based on the last year’s sales humber it has been a
The @kechists HIBBand great success. And as someone who makes the majority of my income from
i .. o cutchuts ot I this program, | am eternally grateful. But | think there is a more important
reason to support this program, | believe it is critical to support that
organization and the people in it. This program has created a more "formal"
system for vendors, not just to sell materials, but also to support the organization. It has also
given members more confidence in what they are going to receive. Not just that it will be of good
quality, but also meet the needs of the Catechists and children. When setting up a new atrium, it
can be overwhelming, and this can help give those new Catechists confidence that they can find
their materials and set up the program. | would like to thank the organization for setting up this
program and allowing me to be a part of it.

Don Martin, thecatechistshusband.com

Faith Expressions - | was introduced to the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 26 years ago. Right
away | khew this was a work | could support. | was a Catechist, Storyteller,
Clay Artist, Wife and Mother. Like so many this approach of faith formation
touched my soul. After becoming a Catechist for CGS | found that figurine
making was one of the most difficult things for many atriums. | began
making figurines out of high fire clay. | had never wanted to create molds of
B s my sculpting; my work was always one of a kind. But after one summer
Wlth orders for 365 figurines in clay, | realized | wouldn’t have hands left if | continued to support
CGS with my work as a sculptor. So, we made molds and began casting the figurines in unbreakable
resin. | sold thousands of them all over the country and donated many to poorer countries as well.
Because catechists need to put their own signature on them, we make them ready to paint. | offer
instructions for painting, but | am always pleased to see photos of how they are painted by others.
One of the highlights of my life are to have been able to provide small hands with these figurines
that help them in their journey of faith and discovery of God’s love.

Marianne Heames, www.faith-expressions.com

Mustard Seed Trdining - Vendor membership in CGSUSA has been a valuable partnership for our
artisan group. Most importantly, we are honored to support this ministry.
Second, we have the assurance of the Association's review so we can
differentiate our official CGS materials from our originals. Even the
requirement of business insurance has been valuable for peace of mind.
Lisa Kelley's advice helped us expand our shipping to international
catechists. We have made back the annual cost of insurance and
membership through increased referrals from the CGSUSA Vendor page and especially sponsoring an
episode of the wonderful Good Shepherd and the Child podcast.

Meagen Farrell, - www.mustseed.org

Masters Wood Works -. Since becoming a Vendor Member my orders have gone through the roof. In
2021 | received 61 orders, most to which came in the second half of the year due to the Covid
Pandemic. This year (2022), | have already received 48 orders, most of which were for multiple
items. Many of these orders were made even though | had placed an alert on my website letting
members know that deliveries would be from 2 months earlier in the year to 6 months currently.
While | don’t work 8 hours a day every day, | am in my wood shop working 7 days a week. Joining
CGS with a vendor has been a boon for me. Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of CGS
community.

Joe Masters, - masterswoodworks.com/
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RESOURCES FROM OUR ESTORE

The United States Association will work to make the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and the
writings of Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi accessible to all.

“Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts
and grows,” The farmer begins his work with a small seed. We
begin building our atria with a few wooden pieces, some fabric,
and some small seeds. In the CGSUSA eStore, we began with
only a few simple products, and each year we continue to grow
and we are grateful to our members for their support.

The CGSUSA eStore provides 91 publications including books and
brochures in English and Spanish, raw materials, and unfinished
resources for the Atrium. Members will also find those items
that seem to be more challenging to find or not as readily
available, such as practical life sets, brass items for the Altar
work, and Good Shepherd statues from Rome.

We have grown to offer 200 items in the Shepherd’s Closet,
our newest additions include a beautiful white Baptismal
garment, the scent of chrism, the Level lll Gifts, and a variety
of gifts for the catechist and the child.

The eStore staff and volunteers are true blessings to our
association . Our staff includes Christine, Ernie and Megan.
They are part-time staff whose work includes shipping,
making materials, and stocking the eStore. We also have
several wonderful volunteers to help with materials and
prepping items for the Shepherd’s Closet.
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This year we introduced some of our
publications that are available as eBooks, and
Religious Potential of the Child, 3rd edition, is
now available as an audiobook. Ann Garrido’s
newest book Preaching with Children arrived
this year along with several other
publications.

Shepherd’s Closet began as a small seed in a
garage, providing materials for catechists. As
time has passed and it merged with Good
Shepherd Publications, this little seed has
sprouted and grown to serve more catechists,
churches, and schools than ever. Our place
where this seed flourishes is small but mighty.
What once was a once a week shipping event
and using one cart to hold the outgoing
packages it has grown to shipping 4 days a

11

PREACHING
""CHILDREN

ANN M. GARRIDO

week with most days having 2 full carts of packages. There are a few more staff but we still manage
to stay personable with every order, phone call or email we receive. Our customers have a face, a
name and are our friends, this is something we treasure.

PN
G
L

Respectfully submitted,

Lisa Kelley
lisakelley@cgsusa.org

Store Manager
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MEDIA

Recognizing the need for clear and available communications, the United States Association will avail
(tself of written, voice and visual electronic media to maintain contact with catechists and others.

A Look Back

For over ten years, CGSUSA.ORG has been the digital home and gathering place for catechists,
religious leaders, parents, caregivers, and others seeking to khow more about The Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd. When CGSUSA began scattering the seed of this endeavor in 2009-2010, today’s
website might seem like grain growing ripe. Then, features like the online materials manuals were
planned improvements for the future, and today three levels of the materials manuals are among
the most accessed member resources. The 30,000 site visitors welcomed in that first year are
treasured stalks grown by more than 350% to over 130,000 visitors in the past year. In the past
year, we’ve begun scattering seeds for a future CGSUSA.ORG we cannot yet envision in full bloom.

The Year in Review

In 2021-2022, CGSUSA.OR(G introduced a new members homepage to provide more intuitive access
for our most frequent site guests. We created the structure for the new Virtual Songbook for
CGSUSA members and helped restructure several other areas of the website. We added new pages
and forms to CGSUSA.ORG to improve the delivery of
programs, resources, and documentation. We continue
to work to improve navigation and search
functionality on the website as we work to craft the
most intuitive and reliable digital home possible. Our
site hosts visitors from around the United States and
around the world. 88% of site visitors are based in the
United States. Canada, Singapore, the United
Kingdom, Australia, and Malaysia comprise the top
five international locations, and 100 countries host
five or more annual visitors to CGSUSA.ORG. Visitors
from 86 - 7,293
all 50
states and the District of Columbia have accessed
CGSUSA.ORG this year, and Virginia, Texas,
California, Ohio, and Illinois have been home to
Yy 2 the greatest number of visitors. We remain
! committed to providing excellent member and
' visitor support. To this end, the CGSUSA staff has
w reallocated responsibilities and updated internal
tools to help as quickly and efficiently as possible
in our current environment. We continue to
nurture and refine this approach as we improve
: M 53958 the CGSUSA tools and systems.

“  CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report



13

The Good Shepherd and the Child

podcast, hosted by Kerri Mecke- —[-; R ,[‘ e
Lozano, continues in its second 16 180 Iﬂl(?ll.\
season with 25 new episodes. Potmtia[ Of thg Ch[[d

The podcast has been
downloaded over 51,000 times

this year, a 45% increase over g UEhE e
last year! CGSUSA has also el Written by

created two hew Podbean Sofia Cavalletti

Premium channels available for
purchase. One channel provides
access to the audiobook of The
Religious Potential of the Child, which Rebekah Rojcewicz reads,

and the other holds all the 2014 International Gathering recorded
talks. We hope the variety of podcast guests and topics continues to reach new audiences. We
thank our podcast guests and all those who continue to listen and share this message.

B Read by
B e Rebekah Rojcewicz

Preparing for the Year to Come

We have spent much of 2021-2022 evaluating our current and future needs to build the best
possible foundation for the future of CGSUSA.ORG and other systems. Throughout 2022-2023,
CGSUSA will undertake several improvement projects to build a foundation for growth for the next
three-to-five years. These projects are all intended to improve the member and visitor experience
with CGSUSA, improve staff effectiveness and efficiency, and reduce reliance on manual processes.
The staff and board of CGSUSA faithfully assess and adapt strategic plans for the website and all
internal systems and choose seeds to scatter. We hope these seeds will bear much fruit in the
months and years to come.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Warfield Kerri Mecke-Lozano and Jennifer Waggoner

Media Team cgs@cgsusa.org
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SIEWARDSHIP OF THE (65 GIFT

Sustaining and advancing the legacy in a financially sustainable way.

Little did we know, that as we navigated thru 2 years of crisis scenarios, the seed planting that

was taking place at that time, would sprout into a time
of harvest. There are many days in which a planted seed
is covered with soil, and whether we are washing our
dishes or sleeping, the wee little seed sprouts and grows.
The spiritual fruition that comes from the study groups,
the podcasts, online events, the love and care from our
members and donors on this soil and abroad has been
breathtaking to observe. Courses “in person” have sprung
up with so many “newbies” joining the CGSUSA
community, “Word” of mouth being a catalyst for seed
planting.

To God be the glory, for it is He and only He that “makes
things grow”. (1 Cor: 3:7).

The vision of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (it’s
staff, officers and members) continues to expand,

balancing taking care of business and tending to His sheep. The Association received its first audit
since 2014. We received a clean (unqualified) opinion, and the auditors identified no material

weaknesses or significant deficiencies.

All nonprofits are managing their funding carefully as the post-COVID funding wanes — CGSUSA
is no different. To cover the post-COVID funding gap, the Association has applied for and received
hew grants, including a 50K and a $1M from the Lilly Endowment, and will be investing those
funds until they are used to earn interest income.

It is my privilege to work with so many whose defined purpose in life is to nurture the religious
potential of the child. | humbly thank you for the opportunity.

In His love and peace,

Molly Murphy
mollymurphy@cgsusa.org
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(W{'th grateful thanks to our members,\
donors, store customers and those
who share their time, talent, and
treasure with us, helping us to
continue to live out our mission and
purpose.
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CLOSING BALANCE §

INCOME

Donations
16%

Membership
34%

Formation
23%

eStore
27%

i Membership meStore B Formation mDonations

EXPENSES

Development
2%

Administrati

Ministry
72%

u Ministry ®mAdministration mDevelopment
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T JUNE 30, 2022

PROFIT & LOSS JULY 2021 - JUNE 2022
TOTAL REVENUE § 78174363

ASSETS
Total Checking/Savings: $496,552.00
Total Accounts Payable: $ 5505.00

Beneficial interest in assets

held by OPRFCF: $101,570.00
Inventory: $100,694.00
Equipment, net $42,732.00

TOTAL ASSETS $997,784.00

PROFIT & LOSS JULY 2021 - JUNE
2022 TOTAL EXPENSES § 682 09148

LIABILITES
Total Accounts Payable $44,461
Accrued payroll $4,937
Accrued vacation $11,477
Deferred revenue $98,355
Total Liabilities $159,230
TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 159,230



GIFTS GENEROUSLY GIVEN, GRATEFULLY RECEIVED

2021-2022 DONATIONS BY CAMPAIGN

Tributes
9% Annual
Appeal
75%
Tina Lillig
Fund
16%

mAnnual Appeal mTina Lillig Fund ®Tributes

412 Donors
687 Total Gifts
$157,474.00 Donations Raised

$230 Average Gift

@ CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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REGPONGE 10 THE GIFT

As the Association has grown, so has the number of projects in support of our members. For any
nonprofit organization, raising money is a challenge. For us, this is especially true because our way
of life is rooted in a spirit of poverty and essentiality. Therefore, how do we best ensure a stable
future for the work of CGSUSA? How do we best invite a prayerful response of time, talent, and
treasure? How canh we become more sustainable as a community? While we have a number of
possiblities, the three primary ways are through the Annual Appeal, the Tina Lillig Memorial Fund,
and by Major Gift donations by those with the capacity and heart for the child.

Annual Appeal Each year we send out a call for support of our mission. Gifts to the Annual Appeal
provide vital operating support and help to sustain and grow our Formation, Publications and
Membership plans.

The Tina Lillig Memorial Fund (TLM) was created to support the growth and development of Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd through catechist formation, missionary outreach, and the work of CGSUSA.

Major Gifts

Cash: CGSUSA is grateful for any gift, large or small, that supports the work of nurturing the
child’s relationship with God. Donations in the form of recurring gifts or multi-year pledges
help us to plan responsibly. Donors have the option to create monthly, quarterly, or annual
giving schedules.

Appreciated Stock makes an excellent charitable gift. Under current tax laws, when an
appreciated asset (such as stock) is sold, a capital gains tax is due. By making a charitable
gift of the appreciated stock, you can avoid or delay the capital gains tax. You can also take
an immediate income tax deduction for the current fair market value of the stock, no matter
what was originally paid for it.

Legacy Gifts: A bequest through your will or trust is one of the most simple and popular ways
to make a gift that will live on after you. You can make a gift bequest to benefit CGSUSA by
providing a dollar amount, specific property, or a percentage of your estate, either designated
or undesignated. A Legacy Gift can reduce your estate taxes. In many cases, a simple change
to your will can add this bequest and does not require rewriting your most recent will.

Life Insurance is another simple way to make a substantial future gift at a level that might
not be possible for a straight cash donation. Name CGSUSA as the owner and beneficiary to
receive the proceeds of an existing life insurance policy. You will receive a tax deduction for
the approximate cash surrender value, thereby reducing your tax liability in the year of the
gift.

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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LOVING TRIBUTES OFFERED

Tribute gifts are a unique way to celebrate, honor, and remember those people who make
a difference as well as the occasions that matter. This year, in memory of those who have
died, many gave gifts to their lasting legacy. And many recoghized and offered gifts in
honor of their family, special friends, catechists or formation leaders, a wedding,
anniversary, birthday, or retirement. These personalized tribute gifts sustain CGSUSA and
our mission to support catechists, parents, and others in the Church and beyond, as they
grow in their understanding of the religious potential of children. Your gift is a thoughtful
and essential way to show you care while making a difference in the religious life of
children, their families, and communities. We send a personalized card acknowledging your
thoughtful donation to the recipient of your choice. Each card features artwork by a child
in CGS. These cards make wonderful holiday, birthday, baby shower, or celebration gifts.
Unlike traditional gifts, a tribute card has a profound impact. It shows not only that you

care about your recipients but also that you are actively participating in CGSUSA’s mission.

THIS YEAR THE FOLLOWING TRIBUTES
WERE OFFERED “IN HONOR OF

Avis Bogumill Beate Buescher Autumn Domingue Kathy Gourgues

Micki Hill Cecilia lole Cathy Johanni Mary and Kurt Heinrich
Lorraine Johnson Betty Marsh Sherry Mock Mother Judith Malionek
Connie Moretti James Meyer John Meyer Rachael Myers

Claudia Peturrson Ruth Scheef Lynne Shioyama Maria Lourdes Muscado
Adriel Slaughter  Daniel Teller Joann Terranova Donna Turner

Kim ward Lynne Worthington St Therese, Mooresville NC Adult volunteers

The Children of the World

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report



Fr. Chris Aridas

Sr. Joan Burns SBS
Maureen Colasanti
Anthony Fricano
William Gutelius
Catherine Hochstein
Carl Wayne Irbeck
Celestine Ley
Dennis McCarthy
Robert Osborne
Ethel Schumacker

Joan Speltz

Terri" Taryn Brown Sills

Lawrence Wills

THIS YEAR THE FOLLOWING TRIBUTES
WERE OFFERED "IN MEMORY (F

Talitha Barker
Jeri Carmichael
Dennis Cusack
Katherine Georges
Marion Harrel
Doris Hunt

Mary Jo Jennen
Servulus Ley
Marie McGaffin
Thomas Padgett
Edna Rae Schilling
Helen Taneri

Al Wills

Marylou Wills

Viola Wills

Cheryl Bastyr
Ahne Cerutti
Pietro Del Pizzo

Cecilia Torres
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Margaret Brennan
Robert Chance
Kent Drake, Jr.

Anhna Mae Guida

Sr. Ednha Ann Hebert OP

Clint Hunsche

Mike Jones

Tina Lillig

Joseph Mrazik

J W Pieper

Judy Schmidt

Mary Teller

Anthony Wills

Melvin Wills
Julie Linder Winkler

Rejoice Fiat-Marie Manley Josephine Mrazik

Michael Hynes
Richard M Lata Jr
Rebecca Lowe
Gwynth Morgan
John Ellis Ragland
Evangiline Sobczyk
Charlene Trochta
Atton Wills

Sue Wills

The Atrium at St Edward the Confessor Episcopal, MN, (Atrium closed, but not forgotten).

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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OUR BELOVED DONORS

As a nhonprofit organization, CGSUSA relies on the generosity of donors who have both the heart and
capacity to support its mission. Historically, most of our donors have been the catechists and
formation leaders themselves. In falling in love with the work, they finance their formation, the
purchase of books, the making of materials, and opening atria, and then additionally, they join as a
member and support the Annual Appeal. CGSUSA does not seek growth for growth’s sake. It seeks
growth in its community to respond to the organic growth for CGS. Those who share CGSUSA’s
passion for nurturing the child’s relationship with God but who do not feel called to serve as
catechists top a long list of beneficiaries of the work that CGSUSA seeks to cultivate.

Laura Accettullo
Mary W Amor
Claire Angelle
Mary Arnold

Julie Baltuska
Cecelia Barron
Tim & Jennifer Bell
Felicia Benavidez
Christina Binn
Catherine Blattner
Roberta Brandenburg
Julie Brown
Dianne Bull
Catherine Butcher
Mary Caponegro
Mitsu Chobanian
Peter Cook

Adam Cranford
Martha Cummings
Joan De Cleene
Ronald Desmarais
Paula DiSchino
Carol Donahue
Anne Dryden
Maryann Egan
Melanie Espinosa
Janis Falk

Cindy Fisher

Tom & Patti Franz
Dee Garland

Linda Gemmer
Cathleen Gould
Rachel Hall
Sandra Hawekotte
Mary Heinrich
Betty Hissong
Ashley Hull

Matt Blair

Susan Jett

Pattie Jones

Vicki Kelley

Mary Howard King
Marie Kirsch
Marilyn Krause

Deborah Akers
Arvid Anderson
Anonymous Friend
Myra Arnold
Rachel Barden
Terri Barnikel
Diane Bergeron
Leanne Bergford
Geri Biersbach
Gerry Bobula
Uzzell S Branson Il
Carol Brown
Cecilia Burke
Norma Cable
Frances Casey
Kathleen Christopher
Megan Corson
Karen Cronin

Keri Cupp

Clairin de Lacy
Mandie DeVries
Debbie Dobson
Catherine Donohue
Neil Duprey
Samantha El-Azem
Annette Eyrich
Virginia Federighi
Martha Foley
Jennifer Frederick
Ann Garrido

Brent Glasgow
Suzanne Graves
Cathy Harrel
Mary Hazen
Tammy Helfers
John Hissong
Edith Huseman
Janet Drew

Cathy Johanni
Barbara Kahn
Andrea Kelly
Susan Kirby
Allison Kliber
Angie Krivanek

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report

Rosamaria Alvarez
Sharon Anderson
Fr Chris Aridas

Steve & Kathy Attwood

Cheryl Baranano
Megan Bassage-Glock
Eileen Betley
Stephen Bernier
Jacqueline Blakeslee
Avis Bogumill
Alyssa Breen

Clare Browne
Sarah Burke
Josephine Campbell
Katy Caspar
Harriet Claiborne
Pamela Coutchie
Colleen Crozier
Ken Damlo

Denise DeCapria
Mary Dietz
Patricia Dodge
Kathy Dowler
Diane DuTeil

Jodi El-Beri
Michelle Fabrize
Teresa Ferrara
Thomas Frankart
Heidi & Brad Frison
Loretta Gatto
Paulette Godla
Anna Mae Guida
Judy Hatch
Marianne Heames
Micki Hill

Jessica Hoskinson
Jay & Marcia lole
Elizabeth Jeep
Megan Johansen
Lila Kapoor
Kathleen Kessenich
Luci Kirk

William Koller
Sandra Knickerbocker

Dr Al & Leslie Ambrosia
Sofia Andersson-Stern
Beth Armour

Ellen Balke-Jones

Trevor Barger

Caroline Bauerschmidt
Kathleen Bellefeuille-Rice
Angie Beumer Johnson
Dottie Blanche

Pam Bold

Sandy Brown

Shelly Buchan

Thomas & Margaret Burba
JoEllen Campos

Lynda Catalano

Julie Colson

Kathleen and Jim Cramp
Eva Cruz-Russek

Dr. Louis & Loretta Cuoco
Angie DeFabio

Carol Dittberner

Dottie Doherty

James & Rita Dragani
Irene Dyer

Tom Elsesser

Joe & Barbara Evangelisti
David Fifer

Candie Frankel

Tracy Gaestel

Jill gaylord

Mary Good

Alma Habet

Evelyn Hausslein

Mary Pat Heelan

Davette Himes

Leora Houtary

Matthew & Camila Irwin
Lori Jensen

Patricia Johnson

Lisa Kelley

Julie Kilian

Jennifer Kirsch

Sr Mary Elizabeth Klier OSF
Kristen Korneliussen



Jennifer Kroeger
Mary Lanzetta
Matthew Lavelle
Marilyn Lorenz
Rita Macaulay
Rachel Manley
Don Martin

Lani McCarry
Dorothy Meehan
Erin Miller

Mary Mohn
Vincent Moretti
Rita Murdock
Almarie Nefdt
Thomas O'Brien
Barb Ortega

Jo Ann Padgett
Natallia Paranyuk
Janet Paulson
Lynn Philip

Mary Polta

Gloria Prevenslik
Jan Ragsdale
Donna Rawa
Marie Roderick
lleana Romero
Judy Samudovsky
Ruth & John Scheef
Lauren Schroeder
Erin Simmons
Mary Sluka
Sarah Soloninka
Lada Stankovic
Nicole Stephan
Becca Swenson
Kathy Taura
Lucy Teller
Angela Thomson
Diana Toth
Pamela TurchiD
Shirley Van Parys
Vickie Voll
Stephany White
Genelda Woggon
Marissa Woodworth
Debbie Ziegler

Diana Kullman
Donna Larson
John Lillig

Linda Luebking
Jeannine Machi
Catherine Maresca
Phyllis Martinez
Ruth Ann McClure
Pauline Meert
Joan Miller

Karen Momenee
Mary Mrazik

Sean Myers

Emily Nielsen
Susan O'Connor
Marybeth Ostrander
Carol Paine

Joseph Parker
Susan Perry
Lucille Pillion

Amy Porter
Genevieve Priest
Patricia Randall
Jennifer Reed
Rebekah Rojcewicz
Joni Rundle
Lourdes Santiago

Joyce Scherer-Hoock

Demetra Schwieger
Dorothy Simonis
Liz Smith

Tara Speer

Cathy Stebbins
Nancy Stoll

Polly Tangora
Angie Taylor

Joann Terranova
Jo Thornley-Cox
Shannon Townsend
Donna Turner
Elizabeth Velleman
Jennifer Waggoner
Jeanne Wichman
Theresa Woodley
Marilyn Wright
Sharon Zinkula
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Ruth Lacz

Kelly Lash

Ann Lippincott
Mandi Lupher
John & Sarah Maclachlan
Norma Marino
Barbara Matera
Micheal McConnell
Arthur Mees

Don & Mary Mirrione
Sara Montero
Ruth Munk

Fr. Michael Nagle
Marlene Norwood
Bert & Marty O’Bryan
Caroline Otte
Diane Palac

Janice Parks

Liisa Peterson
Darla Plant
Rebecca Powers
Olga Ptach

Clara Rapada
Linda Riley
Virginie Rombaut
Joanie Rymsza
Margaret Schaefer
Gus Schram

Linda Scott
Kathryn Sitterle
Kathleen Snyder
Linda Spranger
Debbie Stenovec
Sarah Stravitsch
Linda Tartaro
Wendy-Marie Teichert
Maria Theis

Gloria Tirone
Pamela Tremblay
Michele Turner
Lacie Vierra

Kim ward

Maris Wimberly
Margaret Woods
Carolyn A Wright
Christine Zulick
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Alyce & John Langley
Mary Lata

Thomas Lopes

Jenny Lysinger

Arla Mangold

Mary Marschall

Susan Matthews

Joyce Medrud Doyle
Marian Menapace
Sherry Mock

Pam Moore

Maria Paula Muraki
Amy Nash

Francis & Andrea O'Brien
Pat O’Neill Sauerman
Maria Paares-Paris
Steve & Elizabeth Orians
Augie and Trena Pacetti
Claudia Petursson
Michelle Plesko

Diane Prator

Anne Pulsifer

Denise Rathmann
Sharon Robinson

Albert & Marianne Reichelt
Gene & Colleen Robertson
Theresa Schafers
Marina Schreiber
Sydney Shanahan
Marjorie Shaughnessy
Elizabeth Sobczyk

Sr Francine Mary Sousa
Eva Swiontkowski-Denardis
Christine Sulka

Susan Stuhlsatz-Reese
Dan Teller

Patricia &Harte Thomas
Marty Torres

Hilda Trevino

Cynthia VanOrman

Lale Virostek

Joyce Wellman

Glenda Winge

William & Rebecca Woods
Claudia Yepez



OUR ORGANIZATION PATRONS

Amazon Smile
Aduinas Institute of Theology
Blessed Sacrament Church - Tallahassee, FL
Boudreau Consulting LLC
The Catechist’s Husband
The Claude Bennett Family Foundation INC

Diocese of West Tennessee
Dorsey & Whitnhey LLP
Facebook Network for the Good

Faith Expressions

The Foley and Fredendall Charitable Fund
The Good Shepherd Catholic Montessori School
Holy Name of Jesus Ladies CCW
Liturgy Training Publications
Our Lady of Perpetual Help - Scottsdale AZ
Portland Hospital
Roman Catholic Gear, LLC
Sonflower Region of CGS
St Brigid Catholic Church- Memphis, TN
St Catherine's Episcopal- Marietta, GA

St Giles Family Mass Community

St Mary's on the Highlands Church - Birmingham, AL
St Patrick Parish - Spokane, WA
St Richard Catholic Church
St Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church Flushing, MI -

Your Part-Time Controller
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2022/73 ANNUAL APPEAL

Clare, age 7 — St. Mary Catholic Church, Delaware, OH

Clare drew her artwork after
receiving her first presentation of
the Mustard Seed Parable,
proclaiming, “l believe a tiny seed
can grow into the Kingdom of
God.”

Clare’s glorious announcement
jumps off the page, as her
understanding of the kingdom
bursts forth from a tiny seed into
a towering image of the kingdom!
What a gift Clare gives us. Her
artwork invites us into her heart,
withessing to her understanding of
this marvelous work of God.

It is in moments like these, that we are convinced, yet again, of the value of our work —
preparing a place for children to encounter the living God. In their profound and
innocent generosity, they enrich us with their proclamation of Our Good Shepherd’s
Love. We hope and pray that this year, you will enrich us with your gift to the 2022 —
2023 CGSUSA Annual Appeal as we grow the Kingdom with

Clare and all the children of the atrium!
Thank you always for your support.

In Our Good Shepherd’s Love,

Claudia Pétursson,

CGSUSA Board Member and Annual Appeal Chair

i CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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THE TINA LILLIG MEMORIAL FUND

The mission of the Tina Lillig Memorial Fund is to support the
growth and development of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
through catechist formation, missionary outreach, and the
work of the United States Association of The Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd (CGSUSA).

To these ends, the Tina Lillig Memorial Fund offers a source
of financial aid (in the form of partial scholarships) to
applicants who would find paying the full tuition of a course
to be a hardship.

The Tina Lillig Memorial Fund is a source of grants for
missionary outreach to organizations working to open atria
in underserved regions of the United States.

The Tina Lillig Memorial Fund also supports the purpose,
mission and vision of the National Association through direct
support to the Association. Monies for financial aid and grant awards come from direct donations
to the Tina Lillig Memorial Fund from members of the United States Association of The Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd (CGSUSA) and others who are interested in supporting this aspect of the
work.

Over $165,000 has been distributed since
the inception of this fund in 2002.
Seventy- five catechists have been
supported in their formation with the
average award of $250. More than eighty-
five communities have been supported
with grants for courses and materials.

This past year the TLM Fund supported
the CGSUSA Vision by providing
translation services, publication, and an
orientation workshop for the new ! am
the Good Shepherd book series.

When you make a gift to the Tina Lillig
Memorial Fund, you affirm with us that
the greatest gift we can offer children is
the time and space to enjoy a relationship
with God.

@ CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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OUR BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMITTEES

Development Committee
The Development Committee advises, supports, and collaborates with the Board of Trustees and the
staff of CGSUSA. The responsibilities of the Development Committee include:
e working with board and staff to recommend realistic fundraising goals and creating
appropriate action plans to achieve goals
e reviewing donations history on an ongoing basis and making recommendations for
appropriate actions
e providing recommendations and monitor plans and goals for routine communication with
donors, cultivating Major Gifts ($1000 or more), increasing member donations, expanding
constituency base (within the limits of available human and technology resources)
e helping generate creative content and realistic methods for the above.

Episcopal Committee
The Episcopal Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the National Director and the
Director of Formation on CGSUSA issues as they relate to the Episcopal community. The
responsibilities of the Episcopal Committee may include:
e adapting formation content to meet the needs of Episcopal communities while staying
true to CGS methodology and guiding principles
e adapting materials to meet the needs of Episcopal communities while staying true to CGS
methodology and guiding principles
e evangelizing within and across Episcopal communities
e encouraging, supporting, and engaging Episcopalians in the work of the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd

Executive Committee
The Executive Committee serves the entire Board by providing preliminary review and clarity of items
to be considered for future Board meetings. The responsibilities of the Executive Committee include:
e providing orientation and education to the Board in areas that include (but are not limited
to) governance, human resources, development, and legal issues
e initiating a Strategic Plan
e establishing and overseeing working groups, as needed
e monitoring Board action items

Extraordinary Form Committee
The Extraordinary Form Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the National Director
and the Director of Formation on CGSUSA issues as they relate to the Extraordinary Form community.
The responsibilities of the Extraordinary Form Committee may include:
e adapting formation content to meet the needs of the Extraordinary Form communities
while staying true to CGS methodology and guiding principles
e adapting materials to meet the needs of Extraordinary Form communities while staying
true to CGS methodology and guiding principles

Finance Committee

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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The Finance Committee advises, supports, and collaborates with the Board of Trustees and staff of
CGSUSA in developing and maintaining effective financial practices. The responsibilities of the Finance
Committee include:
e developing and maintaining sound financial and bookkeeping procedures
e monitoring the financial status of the association
e reviewing and making recommendations in consultation with hired, professional
accountants on decisions that have a financial impact to CGSUSA

Formation Committee
The Formation Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the Director of Formation in
discerning the direction and content of the CGS Catechist Formation. The responsibilities of the
Formation Committee include:
e supporting the development of, and collaborating in catechist formation and formation
leader courses and resources
e clarifying current materials including updates, on an ongoing basis
e identifying and advising areas of ongoing catechist and formation leader formation
e supporting, advising, and collaborating on international work that surrounds formation,
the CGS method, wmaterials, catechist observations, and publications (including
translations)

Governance and Nominating Committee
The Governance and Nominating Committee is a Board Committee that develops, oversees, and
performs ongoing evaluation of the Association's policies. The committee monitors compliance of
the Board, staff, members, and committees with CGSUSA bylaws. This committee also prepares a
slate of candidates selected from nominations submitted by the membership for open positions on
the Board of Trustees. The election is held at the Annual Meeting of CGSUSA members. The
responsibilities of the Governance and Nominating Committee include:
e developing, overseeing, and performing ongoing evaluation of CGSUSA policies and bylaws
every three years and recommending any needed changes
e recommending procedures for evaluating the Board and the Chairperson
e recommending ways to orient and educate Board members
e reviewing the job descriptions of responsibilities and expectations for Board members and
the Board Chairperson
e recommending nominees for election and reelection to the Board, by utilizing a
competency matrix that profiles the Board's current makeup compared to its list of needed
competencies as a means of analyzing areas to emphasize in recruiting new Board
members
e developing and implementing succession planning for the Board, including nominations,
reelections, and elections of board members
e overseeing and reviewing the board’s self-assessment and improvement process every one
or two years
e engaging in ongoing consultation with legal counsel regarding legal and regulatory issues
that affect governance

Journal Committee

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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The Journal Committee collaborates with the National Director and Liturgy Training Publications
(LTP) to prepare, edit, and produce the annual CGSUSA Journal. The specific responsibilities of the
Journal Committee include:

consider theme for Journal beyond current year
identify authors and solicit articles

send releases to authors

assign editors for articles

complete edits and style to submit to LTP editor
write letter from the Editors, back page
determine art, prayers, and pearls for Journal
receive and proof galleys

Membership Committee

The Membership Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the Board of Trustees and staff
of CGSUSA to invite and welcome people from a broad spectrum of Christian denominations and
geographic regions to become members of CGSUSA. The specific responsibilities of the Membership
Committee include:

inspiring members to remain and respond through their service in both the atrium and in
the national association

planning and cultivating membership drives (such as highlighting member benefits,
utilizing social media for announcements, etc.)

providing resources that support current members (up-to-date Membership Welcome Kits,
regular communication with members, new member newsletters, etc.)

providing resources to serve the children and their families in the atrium community
(monthly parent newsletters)

supporting the Membership Coordinator in implementing a Membership Marketing Plan
that includes contacting and re-inviting “lapsed” CGS members

providing updated information to the Membership Coordinator for the CGSUSA website,
including the Atrium Locator

cultivating ongoing fellowship and connection to the national and international
community of CGS catechists

strengthening and supporting regional work

acquiring new members and retain and support existing members by responding to their
heeds as individuals, parishes, and regions

encouraging active engagement of current members

Methodist Committee

The Methodist Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the National Director and the
Director of Formation on CGSUSA issues as they relate to the Methodist community. The
responsibilities of the Methodist Committee may include:

adapting formation content to meet the needs of Methodist communities while staying
true to CGS methodology and guiding principles

adapting materials to meet the needs of Methodists communities while staying true to
CGS methodology and guiding principles

evangelizing within and across Methodist communities

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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e encourading, supporting, and engaging Methodists in the work of the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd

e developing Methodist sponsorship for special events and financial support for the work of
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Orthodox Committee
The Orthodox Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the National Director and the
Director of Formation on CGSUSA issues as they relate to Orthodox communities. The responsibilities
of the Orthodox Committee include:
e adapting formation content and materials to meet the needs of Orthodox communities,
staying true to CGS methodology and principles
e evangdelizing within and across Orthodox communities
e encouraging, supporting, and engaging Orthodox Christians in the work of the Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd
e developing Orthodox sponsorship for special events and financial support for the work of
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Spanish Speaking Committee
The Spanish Speaking Committee supports, advises, and collaborates with the National Director, the
Spanish Speaking Coordinator, and the Director of Formation on CGSUSA issues as they relate to
Spanish-speaking communities. The responsibilities of the Spanish Speaking Committee include:

e assisting with material manual translation

e assisting in prioritizing CGSUSA documents that need to be translated into Spanish

e assisting in identifying translators

e communicating the needs of Spanish-speaking communities in developing more bi-lingual

atria
e evangelizing within and across Spanish-speaking communities.

Tina Lillig Memorial
The Tina Lillig Memorial Fund (TLM) Committee accepts and reviews applications for scholarships and
grants, and recommends the disbursement of financial aid for scholarships, grants and missionary
outreach that support the mission and vision of CGSUSA. The Tina Lillig Memorial Fund was
created to support the growth and development of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd through
catechist formation, missionary outreach, and the work of the United States Association of the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGSUSA). The responsibilities of the TLM Fund Committee include:
e compiling requests twice a year, verifying membership and course registration of
applicants
e verifying course attendance of scholarship recipients
e discerning and recommending support/award amounts for National Director’s final
approval
e following up as needed with applicants and recipients
e collecting testimonials from recipients for impact report

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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(GSUSA STATISTICS

CGSUSA touches over 92,000 children and families annually
CGSUSA forms over 2300 catechists in this method of catechesis a year.

CGSUSA has 230 Formation Leaders who prepare catechists to do this work in courses of
at least ninety to one hundred hours. Each year there are over 200 courses offered in this
country.

CGSUSA has over 5000 atria in this country (the prepared environment where this
catechesis takes place).

CGSUSA is available in over 175 Dioceses in the US.

CGSUSA catechists volunteer over 50,000 hours of community service monthly.
CGSUSA has over 4000 registered members.

CGS is found in 56 countries in the world.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a movement that has been in existence now for
over sixty years, listening deeply to children and their spiritual questions, discovering
what resonates in their relationship with God. CGS has its roots in the Montessori
movement and the fertile soil of wisdom this wider community has tilled concerning how
children naturally develop and learn. Practiced in over 56 countries, The Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd has grown and spread amazingly. At last count it is in 54 countries:
Australia, Austria, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Czcech Republic, Chile, Colombia,
Croatia, Ecuador, England, France, Germany, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, , India,
Indonesia, lreland, ltaly, Japan, Kenya, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Mexico,
New Zealand, Norway, Paupa New Guinea, Philippines, Romania, Singapore, Thailand,
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Portugal, Poland, Puerto Rico, Rwanda, Serbia, Bosnia, Slovenia,
Spain, South Africa, South Sudan, Switzerland, Tanzania, Trinidad, Uganda, and
Uzbekistan, Uruguay, the United States, Venezuela.

CGSUSA 2022 Annual Report
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(6SUSA CONTACT INFORMATION

For the CGSUSA Board of Trustees

Susan Stuhlsatz-Reese

Matthew Irwin
Claudia Pétursson
Erin Miller
Katushka Olave
Davette Himes

Elizabeth Burghart

For the CGSUSA staff
Mary Mirrione
Karen Maxwell
Molly Murphy

Lisa Kelley

Debbie Dobson
Mary Heinrich
Lourdes Vdzquez
Elizabeth warfield
Kerri Mecke-Lozano
Jennifer Waggoner
Megan Kelley

Chris Wisniewski

Ernie Mc Cormack

President susansr@cgsusa.org

Vice President matthewirwin@cgsusa.orqg

Treasurer claudiapetursson@cgsusa.ord

Secretary erinmiller@cgsusa.org

Board Member katushkaolave@cgsusa.org

Board Member davettehimes@cgsusa.org

Board Member elizabethburghart@cgsusa.org

National Director marymirrione@cgdsusa.ord

Director of Formation karenmaxwell@cgsusa.org

Business Manager mollymurphy@cgsusa.org

eStore Manager lisakelley@cgsusa.org

Course Registrar debbiedobson@cgsusa.org

Membership Coordinator maryheinrich@cgsusa.org

Spanish Language Coordinator lourdesvazquez@cgsusa.org

Media Team cgs@cgsusa.org

Media Team cgs@cgsusa.ord

Media Team cgs@cgsusa.org

eStore Team cgs@cgsusa.ord

eStore Team cgds@cgsusa.ord

eStore Team cgs@cgsusa.ord

For the CGSUSA Consultant

Rebekah Rojcewicz

Claudia Margarita Schmitt

cgs@cgsusa.org

cgs@cgsusa.org
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The kingdom of God s
as (f someone would scatter seed on the ground,
and would sleep and rise night and day,
and the seed would sprout and grow,
he does not know how.
The earth produces of itself,
first the stalk, then the head,
then the full grain in the head.
But when the grain (s ripe,
at once he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.

Mark 4:26-29
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