
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sofia Receives the Catherine of Siena Award from Aquinas Institute of Theology 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Near the entrance to Vatican City can be found a famous statue of Catherine of Siena, the 14th century 
Dominican preacher and mystic.  Catherine's figure emerges from a large, unfinished stone block, as if 
leaning forward into life while still in the process of creation.  The statue captures well Catherine's 
dynamism, her zeal and her energy, her sense of adventure, her passionate love of God and desire to follow 
wherever God might lead. This evening's recipient of the Catherine of Siena award lives but a ten minute 
walk from this statue, just across the Tiber River.  But the spirit of Catherine set afire so beautifully in the 
statue, resides even closer than that. 
 

Sofia Cavalletti holds her doctorate in Hebrew and Comparative Semitic Languages from La Sapienza 
University in Rome.  A natural academic with a life‐long passion for scripture scholarship and Jewish‐
Christian dialogue, Cavalletti has written well over 150 articles and books and served on numerous 
ecumenical and interreligious committees.  And yet, Cavalletti has devoted her greatest energies to the 
littlest ones in our midst ‐ to children, especially children between the ages of three to twelve years of age.  
As the co‐founder of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd movement, Cavalletti's observations have 
impacted the faith formation of literally tens of thousands of children in over twenty‐five countries around 
the world.  Perhaps equally as important, through her tireless teaching and publications in the area of 
children's theology, she has helped ecclesial and academic communities to recognize the tremendous 
religious insight of the children in our midst. 
 

In her writing, Cavalletti has often noted that the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is not something that she 
created for children.  Rather it is a gift of the children to her and to the church at large.  In her acceptance of 
this award, Dr. Cavalletti asked us to make careful note of that fact:  Children possess an essentiality that 
can help to take us to the very heart of the Gospel where we might encounter Jesus anew.  She receives 
this award as a way of honoring their contribution to the faith, and also as a way of honoring the catechists 
who have devoted their lives and their energies to listening alongside the little ones.  We have sixteen 
catechists of the Good Shepherd in our graduating class tonight. 
 

Yet, as we remember the children and catechists who are at the heart of the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd movement, we do want to be explicit in our gratitude for the witness that Dr. Cavalletti has 
offered in her own life ‐ her willingness to receive the gift with open hands and to nurture it.  We give thanks 
for her embrace of adventure and her ability to lean into life in a way that models for us the spirit of 
Catherine of Siena today. 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