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The Comet Star in the Atrium 
The star is an important biblical image. In the Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd, the youngest children are introduced 
to the symbol of the star, often depicted with a “tail” and 
sometimes called a comet star. This comet star is seen in all 
levels of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Sofia 
Cavalletti, the founder of this work, tells us that the star has a long history in the Bible.  
 
Biblical Geography 
Shortly before the Season of Advent, the youngest children are introduced to biblical geography 
as they discover a small red dot on a globe to indicate the Land of Israel. Once this 
announcement has been made to the children, they may be presented with a raised surface map, 
highlighting the three most important cities in the life of Jesus: Nazareth, Bethlehem, and 
Jerusalem. They come to know and recognize the symbol for the town of Bethlehem as a star. 
The older children also recognize the town of Bethlehem symbolized by a comet star in their 
mapwork and as a symbol of the Incarnation (God becoming man) itself in the timelines of the 
History of the Kingdom of God and the Plan of God. 
 
Prophecy 
The Prophecy of the Star and Scepter is presented to the older child in the Level One Atrium 
and revisited in the Level Two Atrium.  Like all of the Messianic Prophecies, it is filled with 
striking images, and promises that are fulfilled in the Mystery of the Incarnation of Jesus, the 
Messiah, and also, in the Parousia, when Christ will come, again. Many catechists include a 
comet star to decorate all the prophecy cards in the Atrium. There is one prophecy that 
mentions the star. Found in the book of Numbers, the fourth book of the Bible, makes this verse 
one of the earliest prophecies: 
 

             A star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel. 
         -Numbers 24: 17b 

 Cavalletti tells us that “the New American Bible, puts the last line, “and a staff shall rise from 
Israel.” In the psalm of the Good Shepherd, “scepter” is the same word that is used for “staff”; it 
also means a star with a tail on it, such as a comet. This text has always been interpreted with a 
Messianic meaning and is still read during Advent as one of the principal passages about the 
Messiah’s coming.” 

- Ways to Nurture the Relationship with God, p. 10 
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Infancy Narrative 
In the Gospel of Matthew, wise men from 
the east travel to Israel, inspired by this star. 
Sofia Cavalletti writes on page 78 of The 
Good Shepherd and the Child: A Joyful Journey, 
“God places a “sign” (a star) even in nature 
so that those from far away, and not of 
Jesus’s country or religion, can also know of 
his coming. The Magi follow the star to 
honor him and give him gifts.” For the three 
to six-year-old child, the six to twelve- year-
old child, and even the adult, the gifts that 
are given to this child, and that the Magi 
“adore” him by prostrating, make us 
wonder: who is this baby?  
 
Why a “tail”? 
The first rendering of a “tail” depicted on a 
star dates back to the 14th century, when 
Italian artist Giotto di Bondone painted it in his famous fresco in the Scrovegni Chapel in 
Padua. Giotto was probably influenced by the sight of Halley’s comet visible from the earth to 
the naked eye in 1301.  Since that time, the “tail” or “comet” of the star started to be seen as a 
divine sign guiding the Magi in the direction of Bethlehem. Since that time, the “tail” is used by 
many painters and sculptors in depicting the Nativity. 
 

      Giotto’s “Adoration of the Magi” 
 
The Child 
The children delight in the star. We 
see this in their work with the material 
in the Atrium and it is visible in their 
artwork. Most often, the child’s star is 
drawn with the color yellow, and we know the color yellow expresses great joy.  
As you prepare to celebrate the feast of Christmas, do you have a star as part of your home 
Nativity? We invite them to include this comet star in your family Nativity and in adorning 
your Christmas tree.  May your feast be marked by great joy! 
 


