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 Claudia Petursson 

 It has been one my greatest honors to serve as a board 

member for CGSUSA these past three years.  As a board 

member, I have come to love the work that we do from 

another vantage point and have fallen in love ever more 

deeply with the dynamic of the catechist and the child 

seeking a shared religious discovery.  I have come to feel 

fiercely protective of this dynamic and also profoundly 

spurred on to attract the resources that allow this relationship 

to thrive. 

 

My tenure on the board has taught me the necessity for 

supporting catechist formation and for making it accessible to 

all.  During my term, I was able to secure donations and matching funds for our endowment, 

which now exceeds over $140,000.  While our work is never all about the money, these 

endowment funds, which are “forever gifts,” have funded scholarships that allowed many to 

attend formation and become catechists.  It is this type of experience that has made me 

understand and cherish the work of our board, which directly serves our members, the catechists, 

and the children. 

 

In closing, a little background about me: for eight years, I served on staff at Holy Family Catholic 

Church in Kirkland, Washington, founding Catechesis of the Good Shepherd in the parish.  I was 

a founding member of The Sheepfold, the Pacific Northwest Consortium for CGS sustainability, 

which directly impacts catechist formation in the region.  As a member of the Seattle 

Archdiocesan Faith Formation Commission, I was joyfully the first CGS member on the 

commission!  Before parish work, Sister Yvette Mallow, OSB and I founded Cabrini Ministry 

Español, a Spanish-language hospital ministry formation program. We also founded The 

Merciful Love Connection, a non-profit that serves the Refuge of Most Merciful Love in Santiago, 

Chile. The refuge serves teen mothers and their babies and is the only refuge of its kind in the 

country. 

 

My husband, Ingvar and I raised three children and became grandparents last year.  Recently, I 

retired from parish work and was blessed with my grandson, Eslo.  It is a joy beyond measure to 

be his grandmother “with CGS eyes.” Because of this experience, I tell everyone I know – attend 

formation!  You will see everyone you love with the eyes of Our Good Shepherd. 

 

I prayerfully ask for your vote and hope to continue to serve you on the CGSUSA Board. 

 

With joy and reverence, 

Claudia Petursson 
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Claudia D. F. Pétursson 

Holy Family Catholic Church, Kirkland, WA 

Emerald Heights Academy, Bellevue, WA  

I am not presently in an atrium.  I serve as an advisor to the directors of these communities. I my 

six years in the atrium at Holy Family, I worked with children ages 3-12. 

 

Roman Catholic 

 

Formation:  

Level I,  2012, Seattle, WA, 2015 , Olympia,  

Level II, 2015, Kirkland, WA  

Level III, 2016, St. Helena, CA 

Infant/Toddler, 2018, Menlo Park, CA 

                       

 


