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Greetings!
This month we offer you the framework for a Catechist In-Service on the topic of
OBSERVATION. All catechists are asked to observe in an Atrium environment and a
Montessori classroom as a part of their CGS formation. Observation is an art, a skill to
be developed. It is important that catechists practice this skill, and we hope that this in-
service will be beneficial to the catechists in your community.

Please take note of several new resources in our online store, including Keeping the
Seasons, Advent and Christmas for families and the Green Introductory Booklet, our
eight-page introductory booklet with color photographs,  is now available in Spanish.
This booklet is helpful when sharing about CGS with diocesan or parish staffs, parish
committees and parents. Many parishes and schools keep a supply of these booklets
available in the gathering space/narthax or entry of the school.

In Christ,
Mary Heinrich,
CGSUSA Membership Coordinator

 Observation Catechist In-Service 
 

This two hour In-Service can be adapted to the needs of your own community. Our
Observation Catechist In-Service includes the following elements:

Opening Prayer: Be Still and Know
Community Builder: The Observation Tray
Practicing the Art of Observation
Reflection
Record Keeping and Observation Templates/Expectations 

 



 
  

Click here to download the In-Service 
 
 

Shepherd's Closet Materials and Resources   
NOW available on CGSUSA website!  

 Welcome to the new home of Shepherd's Closet!  We have combined the original
Shepherd's Closet website with our CGS Publications store on CGSUSA.org, bringing
the two stores into one platform.  This change will allow you to shop all the books and
materials at one time and to make all your purchases in a single transaction.  It will
also allow us to serve your needs more efficiently.
 

Click here to visit our expanded Resources page!

 
 Keeping the Seasons: Advent and Christmas  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L-Cen407RWeUxYnsRnVcd9W-3VDlGeqajP2Kzvi8oWYiexj3zd2B5yxxE1455kpK9K5En-spzzW6R5XDc6a1OTuROX6mcWEymOHIyidYA9ehbbOz1x_tX9OmcSUyvXXRmCgqU0-NXmthcU6FIS0M8wRJJ_KFCz3G-bPRGU7RWPT5O6KDsBhZi3Jsd-5PzMHHV9uAk9VP2UHp&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L-Cen407RWeUY4IoF2caqSYgtFmvt0SOUiSqtNNRh7oki8EVanlQ682JFjkVEitSpzSxrM2EhvMCb2uEBFO3Aii5mywUsN96njNe06274X_cxskOAeo48ajrKsM0X-rQSLT0p-4DEGCfK9BPTaJNYqzhclBtsdrAfMTAoL-74HF49Slv8YC6nOE65u3GJLlWL66O61EsKb-A&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L-Cen407RWeU8lIHwVSpeJk3Wa8z4QUavjsuzk9fjo6BYzYBATyXrnkjPMsEqCgR-0MjtsEu2D0ho06QsaqXNn5z4XTOWle_vJOL8hnrRK1PpJjClJ5MXGfdWmBQup1Hij4oZI7jbMXbiLMN25GceNLSLZzsDlbw2HrmtflUhaMR&c=&ch=


A wonderful resource for your families this
Advent and Christmas Season, written by
catechist, formation leader, our own CGSUSA
board chair, Barbara Matera. Order through
CGSUSA today!

 
The core of the resource is the seven
handouts, in English and in Spanish, one for
each week of Advent and Christmas Time. On
the front of each handout is a prayer,
illustration, and a reflection on the Sunday
Scripture. On the back is catechesis for each
weekday--about the day's Scripture, saint, or
Catholic practices, along with a smaller
illustration. Citations for Scripture readings
are included with each day.

The handouts may be printed in color or in black and white as PDF files. But even

more helpful, the individual illustrations and sections of text are provided as

separate JPG and Word files that may be reproduced as you wish--placed on your

website, added to your parish bulletin, to worship aids, or to handouts of your

own making.

 Be Still and Know 
We offered this song last fall, but since we refer to this song in the Prayer Service for
the Catechist In-Service, we thought we would share it again with you.
 
 



Be Still And Know 
 

Listening Session Kit
In the year 2020, CGSUSA seeks to have a clear, compelling and inclusive vision for the
future, a vision that is both sustainable and faithful to the spirit of the mustard seed.
With this goal in mind, the Board of Trustees and staff of CGSUSA have begun a very
large work: analyzing our present conditions (our mission, fiscal health, immediate
needs, the unfolding environment before us) and identifying and articulating near-future
and long-term needs, goals and commitments. Our association is built on the friendship
of catechists. It is important for all of us to be part of this vision. We are  seeking
opportunities for dialog and feedback with our friends and members regarding the core
questions we might ask that will help open our awareness and focus our effort.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L-ABWoUmkitvoPHMMXfiBzW-wbFUBb-d0bWz4o-psBN4LUJCshNVQB-UA6ROYRNvEm5ngzXsbBQj92Tc0NxS5K_r3G03b3ceT5-y50Ao8eXJtVTk-0wkm6FqdY7KFO2Q7w==&c=&ch=


 
CGSUSA has begun to hold a number of
Listening Sessions around the country. If
your  regional group would like to hold
such a session please download the Kit
here. If you have questions about the
Listening Session, please contact Mary
Mirrione. 

Listening Session Kit
Listening Session Flyer
32 Points of Reflection
Membership Forms

                                                          

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L6QdXOB3anTdPL8xdyFWdva4hHYf-0t81dXdXevNJkCtjWJPo_Sa79GLKJ4nF9tzSVHmAeM0KYX-D_YySFlbte8R6vueaGbWNDXYUuHcbPn_rOpOCbhVxm4equgeHk0nexe0LzEyLbfcGL6oJ_DRR4yjr3dUyJDbKcHiz0hDtO3769kO6hxzI26yf2JnJjcipi3TeOYNOhi-&c=&ch=
mailto:marymirrione@cgsusa.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L6QdXOB3anTdPL8xdyFWdva4hHYf-0t81dXdXevNJkCtjWJPo_Sa79GLKJ4nF9tzSVHmAeM0KYX-D_YySFlbte8R6vueaGbWNDXYUuHcbPn_rOpOCbhVxm4equgeHk0nexe0LzEyLbfcGL6oJ_DRR4yjr3dUyJDbKcHiz0hDtO3769kO6hxzI26yf2JnJjcipi3TeOYNOhi-&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L0ue4zrbYLrw8cw1Vf9fqUPVtPJHY1u2c8DXOdlhGvr5hRDdeUvkWOhzzh-YPCvnDgZPM9alB62XUnb51lsAKL61XQa8zyD5jyUDKbLei3RsRKtljDfncPMU53evlRMkVxSr0GdAIKEf-b0bK4SBgDfkRDPzg_RUY9S8LxDMfqzjL2VxG__Vsz9WDPBuB9WzzAZn7vZtrL4P&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L5D1AoJ7xRDv3vAsTFdxKQylC2zzSbcqd0cmEhPRz0fZI75ks66uAGLR6hYKcAhbFXRBTD9o3buneeS9iINKbFaXbrwXKzxxt11rL4bJbTyMklV37D07MMMCiwVKABa4mBTvobSKPje6qljala_kfJw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L0ue4zrbYLrwBcjNK1VlXdyNUpX7rjCFQrkHotC3tJEYCx4NqnqSp8KIRJIEnnvpnBYZpvzvC84PKhFWEATAdt8SE_Gm-J2a2Mf_41v__h1THJ9ctQ9jfdSFjYIuMFmrcG9h1ijS7Pc4cWKtmJDLnvEAI4JQ916LDXtyhbBxeLE3MnlzNlCiMyiJLfG5zR207ss4cB-aOAF0&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L82qWw2yBoMiEtsWTmFHyix4aeLdsDLX3cDnlt1B8uweJ8cElyqqYuxe5t8USr_JE4xwrmSsUTceJxQA8mM4CQHE1biS43AnjR18dko3HSQStuVCmYuzYWzXIAcREFPbzoQOtYldimf47ZqRuQ382Hf6K-5P3FUk2K4HKuF6Fjc0iv3o6dYKdfxZ1r7NBX1Rr1lmP2Qsmfdh452gUIKonqfYzccdDJatDcHh-CGIAb46&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L1YiWhmyvLvweTz3zT4DD0WQwOYltmylwZ0-AX57hdRFIO0oOBy1Zm1bOZBrl-PmsjU2J7Y_IbZlpjeMreh-Jpxthxm8c0EHbyHohRkoEoSoiwj_AVr1htPFi1ljTQAiY0OoF5XZ17n-ykI0quzYzxnkxDQEoWwEge2ALXeD82albOTmhUM2yMP0EumWxQ1d170xCjFqZNfDcJ-3RUXp64V1ryaouhoCvg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L1YiWhmyvLvwg7YLmOfJWlLqLEGBBqwuFhQrFpHAnc-8oK8yBJyXSGleZFWLwTyYlUslCkZg0tb4iFJ8JJsJ6K4GRaoOka7OU6GIB1nZuWJbEg_BLLfClRKPif-lRYbw6_pbVzFlqj2dXF35rGKnTNppN5z2ZL6XK6Ozrg1j3YPcaXPBn4zx0iREljr6TQ9H1dMjcvoQ0tz7y6aCu7ATPL49IzsUWtvHD8lxbqJDqh1QMjwpwoArd9cndNj8_Gf5VA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L2BLykzQ0VmVgXBLGKSOWgAHb4qrNpaOVcRuu3UK4XHVn6ZTqzc-cAHnlhMf7xifsfaSY25v5rVw5krA4kWuXlOAq-5cPMbWOLi-ib3nBMaQlyib5lRsibmTOlKs-HqcXOZ83tNFiifX&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001duhCsxoc_aocCBzRponHMiRhWPem-QnViEXgdP1o8vdwdNplLNh9L1YiWhmyvLvwmEy6u4MCEJLfYuBnkU_QQU91ddnZZSIhtS5T4i77grYmNFM_hRUx59iMS5oSBngUbmVS6_xGSTengB0FtSlGKBgDhs_A-21sfXYk3eLX1xX3mY2gfuslbmTDuB1TUKfnTxKS3X6Pc678xh_rvjdVZ1NXFKn_k6tB&c=&ch=

