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 The Holy Spirit prepares us for what lies ahead on our 
faith journey.   
I have been the Director of Religious Education at St. 
Patrick Parish in Cedar Rapids, Iowa since 2010.  The 
CGS seed was planted in my heart over Christmas 
break in 2016 when my niece shared that she had 
helped in a level I atrium in South Bend, Indiana.  She 
was so touched by the good, the true and the beautiful 
she witnessed in the atrium that she couldn’t stop 
talking about her experience!  My niece had no idea at 
that time, I was searching for a new religious education 
program to help the children and their parents 
encounter a personal relationship with Jesus.  

 
In researching CGS and talking to many experienced CGS Catechists and Formation Leaders, I 
integrated the implementation of CGS into our parish.  Through my passion and enthusiasm for 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd I was able to garner the support of catechists, parents and 
parishioners to grow our program with material making, monetary donations and time. Within 
four years we now have 20 trained CGS Catechists and offer levels I, II, and III three days a 
week.  We also have hosted levels I and II trainings at St. Patrick’s in 2018, 2019 and 2021.  
 
Our CGS program has been an immense gift to myself, St. Patrick’s and our local community. 
Four years of building, promoting and teaching CGS at our parish has given me an invaluable 
blueprint for understanding the infinite, merciful love of the Good Shepherd through the eyes 
of the child.  As a recent empty nester and grandma of eight, I strongly feel the Good Shepherd 
calling me in this next season of my life to share CGS on a broader level. I am humbled and 
honored to be considered to serve on the CGSUA Board. 

 
 
Robbins, Iowa 
Level I,  Level II, and Level III atria at St. Patrick Parish 
Roman Catholic 
 
Formation:  
Level I – 2018 – Cedar Falls,  Iowa 
Level II – 2019 – Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Level III – 2019 (Part 1) – Des Moines, Iowa 


